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Patients with known or suspected COVID-19 (or when admission 
COVID-19 test is pending) can be transported safely between patient 
units by adhering to the following steps:

1. The receiving unit will indicate to the sending unit when the room and
staff are ready to accept the patient.

2. ED RN will give report to the receiving unit by phone.

3. ED RN will sanitize stretcher handrails and any other area with visible
soil, with disinfectant wipes prior to leaving the ED.

4. Upon leaving the room, the patient will don a surgical mask and a
clean sheet will be placed over the patient (to the chin) for transport.

5. If the ED RN is accompanying the patient to the new location, they
must remove their gloves and gown, wash their hands, and don clean
gown and gloves.  They may leave their N95 and eye protection on
without change.  If another team member is transporting the patient
they must wear appropriate PPE.

6. The patient must be transported directly to the receiving unit. Do not
allow any visitors or other staff in the elevator with the patient. Only
family members may accompany.

7. Receiving unit will be ready with PPE donned to receive the patient in
a negative pressure room, or a standard room if no negative pressure
room is available.

8. A Special Precautions isolation sign must be placed on the door of
the negative pressure room.

9. Once the patient is moved from the stretcher to the bed, remove the
linens from the ED stretcher and place in the linen hamper in the
room.  The stretcher should be moved to the anteroom or hallway.

10. The team member will remove gown, gloves, and eye protection in
the room.  The respirator/mask must be removed in the ante room or
the hallway if there is no ante room.  Perform hand hygiene.

11. A new pair of clean gloves will be donned.  Wipe the mattress and
handrails with a disinfectant wipe. Then transport the stretcher back
to the original room in the ED for terminal cleaning of the entire room.
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