
©2019 Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. All rights reserved. 

 THIS PATHWAY  
SERVES AS A GUIDE 
AND DOES NOT 
REPLACE CLINICAL 
JUDGMENT.

CLINICAL PATHWAY: 
Neural Tube Defect (Myelomeningocele) Postnatal Management

CONTACTS: DAVID HERSH, MD; NEUROSURGERY | ALAINA PYLE, MD; NICU | DONNAMARIA CORTEZZO, MD; NICU 
ANNE DUDLEY, MD; UROLOGY 

 LAST UPDATED: 08.01.24

NEXT PAGE



THIS PATHWAY  
SERVES AS A GUIDE 
AND DOES NOT 
REPLACE CLINICAL 
JUDGMENT.

RETURN TO
THE BEGINNING

CLINICAL PATHWAY: Neural Tube Defect (Myelomeningocele)  
Postnatal Management Clinical Pathway
Appendix A: Images

©2019 Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. All rights reserved. 

 LAST UPDATED: 08.01.24

CONTACTS: DAVID HERSH, MD; NEUROSURGERY | ALAINA PYLE, MD; NICU | DONNAMARIA CORTEZZO, MD; NICU 
ANNE DUDLEY, MD; UROLOGY 



THIS PATHWAY  
SERVES AS A GUIDE 
AND DOES NOT 
REPLACE CLINICAL 
JUDGMENT.

RETURN TO
THE BEGINNING

CLINICAL PATHWAY: Neural Tube Defect (Myelomeningocele)  
Postnatal Management Clinical Pathway
Appendix B: Criteria for Shunt Placement

©2019 Connecticut Children’s Medical Center. All rights reserved. 

 LAST UPDATED: 08.01.24

Appendix B: Criteria for Shunt Placement 

 

Criteria for shunt placement include any one of the following:  

1. Bulging fontanelle, split sutures, or sunsetting eyes and one of the following: 
• An increase in head circumference/crossing percentiles  
• Increasing hydrocephalus on consecutive imaging studies  
• Head circumference >95th percentile  

2. Syringomyelia with ventriculomegaly 
3. Ventriculomegaly and symptoms of Chiari II malformation 
4. Persistent CSF leakage from the myelomeningocele wound or bulging at the repair site  
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